
Next General Meeting

Wednesday
March 25
7pm

CLUB MEETING

2026 Membership
Renewals Are Due!
Did you renew your
membership for 2026? Please
see Tanya if you have questions
about membership.

MEMBERSHIP

Tulip City Gem & Mineral Club

ConglomerateConglomerateConglomerate

Welcome to Spring! We have sprung ahead an hour,
days are getting warmer, except for the cold ones….
The UP got hit with what will likely be the worst
storm or our lifetime, 36-51 inches of snow are likely
to fall! That’s 3-4 feet in an area with over 300
inches (25+ feet) already! 

With all of that being said, we will welcome Jon
Mull’s virtual field trip of the Spring Break New
Mexico trip! He will help warm things up with a
presentation of warmer weather and COOL rocks! 
This makes me want to get out and look for rocks
already!! 

Let’s have an off-the-cuff field trip to Pier Cove to
start off our year! I will be there Saturday, April 18th,
to start off the year and if anyone would like to join
for a rock hunting kickoff, come on down! I’ll be
there about 9:30am to start out what we will hope
to be a year of GREAT finds! 

What we do with all these great finds? Well if you
want to learn more, check out our 2B4’s, or better
yet, apply for our annual member scholarship and
you could be taking a class to learn a new skill to
help you create something amazing! 

We still have a lot of amazing opportunities coming
this year including our Explore the Shore event with
the Herrick Public Library! We will be sharing our
knowledge at Westside Co Park on 6/13/26 beginning
at 9:30 am! I am very excited to help get out into the
community and share our love for rocks, if you’d like
to volunteer, please contact me and I’ll get you
added to the list. 

Happy Rock Hunting!
Justin
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Howard Miller Public Library | Zeeland

– Tanya McDonald,  Membership

From the President

We Still Need Snacks For
Our Meetings
Please bring
some snacks to
our next
meeting if you
are able!

SNACKS
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Go West Young Rockhound!

This has all happened before, and it will all happen
again! If I have you wondering what, and why, come
to the meeting this month to hear about our trips to
New Mexico and the reasons we keep going back!

I have been in love with the western U.S. for it’s
trove of geologic marvels since my childhood. I
really wasn’t able to enjoy the area for its
rockhounding until college and beyond. Utah,
Wyoming, Montana, Arizona, Oregon, any one of
those states could have you lost in bliss for weeks
trying to explore all the spots you can collect, not to
mention in awe of the beautiful landscapes. So why
New Mexico?

Location, location, location! New Mexico is just
about the perfect distance from our spot in the
mitten. It’s a long two day drive to Albuquerque, and
from there you can head north to the Farmington
area, or south to the Deming area. It’s also the
perfect candidate for Spring Break. Just far enough
south to be warmer than here, but not so far you
lose an extra day driving.

So this month I’ll take you to New Mexico, the
southwestern part this time. I have some material
and plenty of pictures from the spots we have
visited on previous trips, and I’ll talk a bit about
where we’re headed over spring break. Hopefully I
won’t tease you too much about what you might be
missing. Maybe you’ll be inspired to plan your own
trip, or sign up for one in the future.

Hope to see you at the meeting! Safe travels. 

Your Field Trip Coordinator, Jon



APRIL 3-12

MAY 9

MAY 22-25

Field Trips

Tulip City Gem & Mineral Club
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Spring Break - New Mexico: April 3-12

Collecting Sunday Apr. 5 to Thursday Apr. 9 in
Deming, New Mexico. If you have any questions
about this trip please reach out to my email below.
There is limited space left and it is only a couple
weeks away.

https://forms.gle/BWjrKcvXh5hu3zPU7

Rockwood Quarry: Saturday, May 9

Visit to the Great Lakes Aggregate Sylvania Minerals
Quarry just south of Detroit. There will be a sign up
sheet at the March meeting. This quarry will require
safety gear and there will be a limit of 22 on the
sheet. If you want to go, please be at the meeting
to sign up. If you have already spoken with me, I will
try to make sure you are on the list. If you cannot be
at the meeting, please contact me and be aware,
there may need to be a wait list.

Missouri Druzy: Memorial Weekend – May 22 - 25

Travel to the Potosi, MO area to collect druzy quartz
material at area farms. Click here to sign up.

If you have questions about any of these trips, or to
suggest future trips, please reach out to me at
solace247@yahoo.com or by cell: 616-510-4139

– Jon Mull, Field Trip Coordinator

– Tonya McDonald,  Membership

New Mexico

We will stay in Deming, New
Mexico, and collect from
various sites in the area
Sunday through Thursday.

https://forms.gle/BWjrKcvXh5hu3zPU7
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehWAPYmBsK6zgxHh_Y6xdbelqjW7xxaYs9V25mioTEoU083g/viewform


FLOURESCENT STONESFor The Juniors

Tulip City Gem & Mineral Club
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Elly will be leading our juniors meeting this month.
Thank you Elly!

This month's junior meeting will be on Fluorescent
stones.

Yooperlites, sodalite, rubies, and many more! If
you've got a longwave blacklight or yooperlite
flashlight bring it along, we'll also have a few extras
for the kids to borrow. 

See you there!

 - Megan Moore, Junior Club Coordinator



APRIL 29April Meeting Is the
Scholarship Banquet

Tulip City Gem & Mineral Club
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2026 Annual Scholarship Banquet

Its hard to believe that the banquet is right around
the corner! This year, it is on Wednesday,
April 29th. 

Social Time will be from 6:00-6:30pm with dinner
starting at 6:30. As with our past scholarship
banquets, this will be a potluck dinner. Please bring
one dish to pass unless you are bringing guests, then
please bring two. The club will provide plates, silver-
ware, cups, napkins, serving spoons and tongs. If you
dish needs an alternative utensil, please bring it with
you.

As is custom, we will be awarding scholarships to
GVSU and Hope College geology students.

BANQUET RAFFLE TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE

Opportunities to purchase tickets for this year’s
special Banquet Raffle will start this month, in
addition to our normal monthly raffle! Lots of
chances to become a winner and increase your
collection! 

Tickets for the Banquet Raffle will be $5 each, or 6
(six) tickets for $20. Yes, you read that right and it
was not a mistake—you will receive 2 (two)
additional free tickets if you buy $20 worth!

The raffle winner will  get a large orthoceras piece
generously donated by Beauties of Creation (Bill and
Linda  Heyworth)

Banquet Raffle Tickets
Available at the March
Meeting



– Tonya McDonald,  Membership

Scholarships Deadline: March 30, 2026

Tulip City Gem & Mineral Club

ConglomerateConglomerateConglomerate
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Tulip City GMC General Membership Lapidary Scholarships

Purpose: 

To provide scholarships for members to enhance their lapidary or stone related skills.
Scholarships can be used for a lapidary class, instruction (on-line or in-person), or
any stone/rock/gem related activity. (*Not for field trips or travel)

Scholarships Available: 

Three members will be selected annually. One $400, and two $200 scholarships will
be awarded.

Eligibility: 

Any member may apply for either the $400 and/or a $200 scholarship if they meet
the following criteria:

1. Must have been a member of the TCGMC for at least two years before applying.
2. Must have worked at the September show for one of the last two years before
applying.
3. Must present to the membership what was learned during the scholarship activity
4. Must pay for the activity and then be reimbursed the cost, up to the amount
awarded.
5. May take multiple classes with a cost up to the amount of the awarded scholarship,
but must present to the membership for each activity/class.
6. Must be used in time to present before March 2027 and is not transferable.
7. Recipients cannot receive scholarships two years in a row.
8. If a Junior Club Member is the recipient, a parent may receive part of the amount
to cover their participation.

Process:

1. Applications (form completely filled out) will be accepted until March 30, 2026.
2. Applications will be reviewed by a three member committee for eligibility and then
scholarships will be drawn randomly at the Scholarship Banquet in April. The $400
scholarship will be selected first so that all others can be entered into the $200
scholarships.

Scholarship Application: Click Here To Fill Out The Form Digitally 

https://www.loveagates.com/TCGMC_Scholarship_Application_03MAR2025_1.pdf


– Tonya McDonald,  Membership
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Upcoming Rock Shows

Michigan Gem and Mineral Society Show: 03/20/2026 - 03/22/2026

Start Date: 03/20/2026
End Date: 03/22/2026
Hours: Fri 10:00-7:00 Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 11:00-5:00
Venue: Keeley Park
Address: 200 W Ganson St., Keeley Park, Jackson, MI 49202
Website: mgmsrockclub.com/index.html

Indian Mounds Rock and Mineral Club: 04/09/2026 - 04/11/2026

Start Date: 04/09/2026
End Date: 04/11/2026
Hours: Thurs 9:30-9:00 Fri 9:30-9:00 Sat 9:30-7:00
Venue: Rogers Plaza Town Center
Address: 972 28th Street SW, Wyoming, MI 49509
Website: indianmoundsrockclub.com

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/michigan-gem-and-mineral-society-show/910/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/michigan-gem-and-mineral-society-show/910/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/michigan-gem-and-mineral-society-show/910/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/michigan-gem-and-mineral-society-show/910/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/michigan-gem-and-mineral-society-show/910/false/false
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=972+28th+Street+SW%2C+Wyoming%2C+MI


Tulip City Gem & Mineral Club
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Old Rockhound Humor...



2026 Show
September 18, 19, 20

NEW WORKSHOP

Tulip City Gem & Mineral Club

ConglomerateConglomerateConglomerate
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New 2B4 Workshop
March 25 - before the club meeting
How to Make Wire Rings

Elly van Luttikhuizen will be instructing the group
on how to make wire rings. If you have a ring sizing
mandrel, smooth needle nose pliers, and/or wire
cutting pliers please bring them along. Any extras
that others could borrow would also be
appreciated. The class fee will be $5 and starts at
5pm. Materials will be provided and we will likely
make 2 rings. The class size is limited to 15 people.
Payment can be made on the 25th.

Please email Steve sjmillerman@gmail.com or call
him at 616-990-0351 if you are interested. 

Please sign-up only if you are 100% committed!

Mark Your Calendars Now!

This year is the 56th Annual Tulip City Gem and
Mineral Show.

There will be professional dealers, minerals,
exhibits and specimens, jewelry, gems, rocks,
beads, club member sales, artisan market,
marketplace, kid's games, demonstrations, fossils,
petoskey stones, and geode cracking.

The location this year is at the Holland Charter
Township Community Center.

12343 James St, Holland, MI 49424.

2026 SHOW

mailto:sjmillerman@gmail.com
https://hollandtwprec.com/
https://hollandtwprec.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Holland+Charter+Township+Community+Center/@42.8160143,-86.0865162,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88199300436909bf:0x514508f930b0749f!8m2!3d42.8160143!4d-86.0865162!16s%2Fg%2F11wn_27611?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDcyMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


APRIL 18Upcoming Events

Tulip City Gem & Mineral Club
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Rockhounding At Pier Cove

On Saturday morning, April 18 , Justin will be at Pier
Cove to help kick off the spring season with some
rockhounding fun! Parking is limited at Pier Cove, so
get there early if you want to join us!

th

– Tonya McDonald,  Membership

Pier Cove
9:30 am

2290 Lakeshore Dr,
Fennville, MI 49408

JUNE 13

West Side County Park
9:30 am

2152 Lakeshore Dr,
Fennville, MI 49408

Explore the Shore!!

Join us in a collaboration with Herrick Public Library
to Explore the Shore at West Side Park. If you have
not been there, West Side Park consists of 11 acres
with 630 feet of beautiful beach on Lake Michigan.

Tailgate Rock Swaps

The club with have 2 rock swaps this year at the
Zeeland East High School parking lot. The dates are
June 20 and August 15, so mark your calendar now
and plan to attend!

– Tonya McDonald,  Membership

JUNE 20 + AUG. 15

Zeeland East High School

3333 96th Ave, 
Zeeland, MI 49464



Many of you were at the presentation by Mary Johnson in December on the Silver Metal Clay
class she took at the William Holland School of Lapidary Arts in Young Harris, Georgia. This
school was created when Harold and Mary Lou Sparks saw a need in the community for a
school that taught lapidary skills. They dreamed of a mountain-top retreat where people from
all over could come and learn these skills. In 1985 the first building was constructed. The Seabolt
Building was the initial classroom and sleeping quarters for the school. It now houses the
extensive Memorial Library as well as three studios and an impressive rock room. A year later, the
Sparks Lodge was built and continues to have the dining room, 13 classrooms and the dorm
rooms. Since then, additional buildings have been constructed and the program and classes
continue to expand.

This year, they are opening up the week of June 7-12 for Federation attendees. William
Holland, and the Southeast Federation are inviting all members of any of the other
Federations to attend at a $50 discount. 

There are 16 classes to choose from and an additional jewelry making class for Juniors. But the
discount is only available until April 30. So, for $625, you get lodging for the week, three meals a
day (plus some surprise goodies throughout the week), and 5 full days of the class of your
choice. In addition, there is a live auction one evening and a tailgate on another that you can
participate in.

All of this in the beautiful Georgia Mountains, just south of the Tennessee border, Don’t worry if
that week doesn’t work for you. William Holland offers classes each week from April through
October. These classes include Cabochon cutting and polishing, Gem Trees, Silver Smithing,
Glass Bead blowing, Silver Metal Clay, Flame Painting, Wire Wrapping, Faceting, Intarsia, and so
many more. It is well worth the time to go through the website to see what is offered, especially
if you have a week that works better for you to go down to participate.

If you want to learn more about William Holland, or the classes that are offered, you can visit
their website William Holland School of Lapidary Arts in Young Harris, Georgia, and if you want
to take advantage of the early bird Federation offer you can go to Register - William Holland
Lapidary School, or you can ask any of our members who have been there and taken classes like
Mary Johnson, Mike Rakovits, Vicki Hartung, Steve Miller, Jodi Miller, Rick Smith and Deb Smith.

William Holland School of Lapidary Arts

Tulip City Gem & Mineral Club
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