
Mar 30, 2019
Katt & Sherwood

Field Trip

Mar 30-31, 2019
Canton, OH, Fort Dodge, IA

Annual Show

Apr 4-6, 2019
Wyoming, MI
Annual Show

Apr 6, 2019
Wheaton College, IL

Geology Dept Liquidation

Apr 10, 2019
Board Meeting

7pm HMCC

Apr 13-14, 2019
Decatur, IL, Canton, IL

Columbus, OH
Annual Shows

April 17, 2019
Show Meeting

7p HMCC

Apr 20, 2019
St. Paul, MN
Annual Show

Apr 27-28
Eau Claire, WI
Annual Show
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General Meeting
7 pm March 27, 2019

JUNIORS MEET AT 6:30pm!

Three....Auction!
Two....Lapidary Show and Tell
One....Polishing Greenstones

We have a jam packed, fun-filled meeting for our general meeting 
on Wednesday, March 27 at 7:00 pm. We will first start out with a brief
talk by Gary Katt on how he polished his beautiful Greenstones, and 
what equipment that he uses. 

After that, Ken Hoekstra will talk about 3 different pieces of 
Lapidary equipment that was donated to our club several months ago. 
We have a Covington 10” trim saw, a Craftsman flat lap and a Star 
Diamond grinding unit with 2 brand new wheels.     The equipment sat 
unused for a while, so Ken brought them home, cleaned them up, 
repaired what he could, and will talk about the pro’s and con’s of each.
Then we will have an auction, and auction them off! (Please bring 
along cash and/or checkbook, our club does NOT accept credit 
cards.)

To add more excitement to the evening, we will also auction off a 
beautiful copper /prehnite slab donated by Gary Katt, a Luna Agate 
from the Larry graves collection (polished by Ken Hoekstra) and 7 
Lake Superior Agates also from the Larry Graves Collection. Bring 
your questions, your checkbooks and enjoy a great meeting with your 
fellow rockhounds.
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Club Calendar 2019

Apr 24 (Wed) – Pot Luck Banquet/Meeting, 7p, HMCC
May 15 (Wed) – Board Meeting, 7p, HMCC
Mat 29 (Wed) – General Meeting, 7p, HMCC
Jun 12 (Wed) – Board Meeting, 7p, HMCC
Jun 26 (Wed) – General Meeting, 7p, HMCC
Jul 27 (Sat) – Picnic (Target Date - Tentative)
Aug 14 (Wed) – Board Meeting, 7p, HMCC
Aug 28 (Wed) – General Meeting, 7p, HMCC
Sep 13-15 – TCG&MC Show
Oct 16 (Wed) – Board Meeting, 7p, HMCC
Oct 30 (Wed) – General Meeting, 7p, HMCC
Nov 6 (Wed) – Board Meeting, 7p, HMCC
Nov 20 (Wed) – General Meeting, 7p, HMCC
Dec 4 (Wed) – Board Meeting, 7p, HMCC
Dec 18 (Wed) – General Meeting, 7p, HMCC

HMCC = Howard Miller Community Center, 14 S Church St. Zeeland, MI
Bold listings are Club events. Italic listings are non-Club events.
Major source of material is from: http://www.amfed.org/mwf/Calendar/

Check out the Facebook Group:
https://www.facebook.com/tulipcityclub/

Note: the pictures scattered throughout this 
edition are items that will be auctioned at the 
General Meeting.

2019 Officers and Board of Directors
President C.H. Falstad cfalstad@ameritech.net
Vice President Shari Luttikhuizen sluttikh@oaisd.org
Secretary Open
Treasurer Kurt Brinks kbrinks@hollandpublicschools.org
Fld Trip Coord. Julia Sherwood bobandjulia@accn.org
Historian Betty Hoekstra kbhoek@att.net
Jr. Club Coord. Rick Smith Hollandrsmith@gmail.com
Jr. Club Coord. Linda Winkelmann lindawinkelmann@att.net
Liaison Rhonda Gehringer

rgehringer@homeoftheshamrocks.org
Membership Christine Silich CSDS77@icloud.com
Newsletter Ed. Rudy Silich tulipcitygemnews@charter.net
Show Coord Sue Goedert sonbeams2000@yahoo.com
Social Coord. Linda Plumert rlplumert@gmail.com
Dir. at Large Tim Brandt timwbrandt@gmail.com
Dir. at Large Amy Dickinson adickins@oaisd.org
Past President -Bob Sherwood bobandjulia@accn.org

For 2019, there are fifteen (15) positions, which have one vote each. 
There are currently (15) persons on the Board (two persons share one 
position). One position is open.

Baby, It's STILL Still Cold Outside

First day of spring as of this writing 
and it is still snowing!

Please note the Howard Miller – 
Zeeland Public Library’s weather 
closing schedule in the event of 
inclement weather. The TCGMC will 
follow the library’s closing policy and 
schedule in the event of potentially 
severe weather. Contact the library at 
616-772-0874.

Septaria Egg

If you saw the pictures of the 
Septaria Egg in our January newsletter,
then you KNOW you want to win it in 
the raffle.

The March Meeting is your 
penultimate opportunity to purchase 
raffle tickets. Please buy early and 
often.

The drawing will be held at our 
banquet meeting in April. You don’t 
need to be present to win; if your ticket 
is drawn, we will find you! Tickets are 
available at each meeting through April 
(1 for $5, 5 for $20, 13 for $50). All 
proceeds go to the GVSU Norman and 
Helen Gibson Geology Field Study 
Scholarship.

Show Meeting April 17th

Next month is our first show 
meeting, April 17 at 7pm. We would 
love to have you join us as we start to 
work out the details for our 50th show! 
We have all our committee leaders set, 
but there is still much to do. Hope to 
see you there!

AMFS Scholarship Fund 

Last November, our Club donated 
$400 to the AFMS Scholarship 
Foundation. Since 1975, we have 
contributed $5288.00 to this fund. Two 
students in the MWF region received 
$4000 grants from this fund.

mailto:bobandjulia@accn.org
mailto:adickins@oaisd.org
mailto:timwbrandt@gmail.com
mailto:rlplumert@gmail.com
mailto:sonbeams2000@yahoo.com
mailto:tulipcitygemnews@charter.net
mailto:CSDS77@icloud.com
mailto:rgehringer@homeoftheshamrocks.org
mailto:lindawinkelmann@att.net
mailto:Hollandrsmith@gmail.com
mailto:kbhoek@att.net
mailto:bobandjulia@accn.org
mailto:kbrinks@hollandpublicschools.org
mailto:sluttikh@oaisd.org
mailto:cfalstad@ameritech.net
https://www.facebook.com/tulipcityclub/
http://www.amfed.org/mwf/Calendar/
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March Basement Field Trip (additions and modifications)

Saturday, March 30, 2019

10:00 am – Visit the home of Gary & Susan Katt, 502 LaGrange Street, South Haven to see their 
rock collection and workshop. Take I-196 to Exit 20, Phoenix Road. Go west, toward the Lake, to 
Broadway (third traffic signal). Turn left & go approx. ¼ mile to Superior St. (just past Shell gas 
station), turn left and drive 1 block. The Katt home is the last house on the right, just before the 4-
way STOP sign at corner of LaGrange. The drive is just before the sign. Parking is allowed in 
designated spots on the street.

11:45 am – Depart for a group lunch at Clementine’s, at the corner of Phoenix and Center Streets.
1:00 pm – Visit the home of Bob & Julia Sherwood, 966 Lake Street, South Haven to view their 

collections and workshop. From downtown South Haven take Blue Star Hwy. approx 7 miles north
to Lake Street, ¼ mile past the inter-section of 109th Ave. with Blue Star.  Drive nearly to the lake.  
Please park in designated driveways. March Basement Trips

Additional Field Trips

April 27, 2019 – Intensive one day trip for Petoskey stones along the Lake Michigan shore starting
near Charlevoix. Details and signup will be at the March 27 General Meeting.

May 25 to 28, 2019, Memorial Weekend – Two planned days for Museum visits and collecting fluorite
specimens. Details and signup will be at the March 27 General Meeting.

August 2 to 6, Ishpeming – Club Show plus multiple collecting opportunities.

West Michigan MWF Mineral Study Group Potassium Minerals (N thru Z) 
by Kreigh Tomaszewski

The next monthly meeting of the West Michigan MWF Mineral Study Group will be held on 
Tuesday, April 9, 2019, from 7 pm to 8:30 pm, at the home of Kreigh Tomaszewski, 653 Burton St. 
S.E., Grand Rapids, MI 49507. This is a one-time change from our usual 2nd Tuesday meetings. We 
will be studying minerals that contain potassium beginning with the letters N thru Z . We try to start 
(and end) on time; please do not arrive more than 20 minutes early (and everyone gets thrown out by 
9). All West Michigan rockhounds are invited to attend. I hope you can join us as we learn about 
minerals from each other, but you are always welcome even if you can't bring any specimens. Please 
join us and let part of your collection get to meet some other rockhounds and be appreciated.

Covington 10" Trim Saw
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In Memoriam

Marie Belgarde Zigler

Tulip City Gem & Mineral Club has lost one of its two remaining Charter Members.  Marie B. Zigler
passed away on February 15th in Ft. Wayne, Indiana. She and her husband, Bob, have lived there 
since 1985, when Bob was transferred from Holland by his company, General Electric. Both were 
very involved with our club from its inception in 1967. Marie served as the first Club Secretary and 
then was Editor of The Tulip City Conglomerate for a few years in the early 70’s. She used her 
abundant artistic talent, honed by a Bachelor’s degree in Art Education from GVSU, designing our 
club logo depicting a cornucopia of gems with two Dutch kids and the windmill “De Zwaan”. The entire
Zigler family was very active in field trips and often participated in trips organized by our Tulip City 
Club even after moving. After moving to Ft. Wayne, both Bob and Marie became members of the 
Three Rivers Rock Club where Marie was Editor of the “Strata Data,” winning national awards for the 
publication and for her artwork.

Marie was born in North Dakota and met Bob when she was teaching in a rural school in South 
Dakota where they lived after getting married 69 years ago. Marie developed a passion for rock 
hunting from her father with whom she collected fossils as a child. Bob joined her in this love of 
hunting and they passed this enthusiasm on to their children, especially Melinda.

For many years, Marie and Bob came to help out with the Tulip City Show at the Civic Center. 
Marie will be long remembered for her demonstrating the craft of making gem trees, teaching many 
the fundamentals of twisting wire into trees and attaching gemstones.

The Sherwood’s and other club members would often go to the Ft. Wayne show, especially to see
the Ziglers. Marie introduced us to a favorite collecting site in South Dakota on the Cheyenne River, 
where she collected with her father when she was a young girl. There, one can find ammonites, 
baculites and fluorescent chalcedony along with petrified wood. Our last shared field trip was up a 
precarious trail to a mine near Socorro, NM for banded goethite, by means of Zigler’s 4WD Jeep.

A new book for the Howard Miller Library has been chosen by the Board of Directors, in Marie’s 
memory; Geology of Michigan by Dorr and Eschman. 

– Bob and Julia Sherwood

ADDITIONAL MEMORIAL BOOKS

At its March Meeting, the Board of Directors chose 2 books for donation to the Howard Miller 
Library in memory of another recently deceased Charter Member, Olga K. DeKok.  Cave Geology by 
Arthur Palmer and a children’s book, Eyewitness Rocks & Minerals by R. F. Symes. Both of these 
were chosen because the specimen donated to the Club by the family was a sample of a stalactite, 
which Olga used as a teaching tool for her own children. This piece of a stalactite and other rocks and
minerals donated for our “Memorial Rock Display” by the families of deceased members may be 
viewed at our annual Show.
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Tulip City Gem and Mineral Club
February Board Meeting Minutes

Howard Miller Community Center Zeeland
February 13th, 2019, 7:00 PM

7:00 PM – C.H. called the meeting to order at 7:05 and declared a quorum 
present. 
Approval of Agenda:  motion made, seconded and passed; 
Approval of Minutes of January 16, 2019 Board Meeting; motion made, 
seconded and passed; 
Board reports
President – C.H. Falstad  
Treasurer’s Report –  Kurt Brinks  moved to 2.27% money market
Immediate Past President – Bob Sherwood  Book Totality book is cataloged 
ready for circulation in library and note to family will go out.  Also has calendar to
go to Amy for auction.  Two other calendars from GVSU.  
Vice President – Shari Luttikhuizen General Meeting – re-scheduled Arkansas 
Quartz crystals, Mike Rakovitz and Vicky Hartung; Quartz contest display night. 
Raffle. Rhonda –start raffle for Septaria Egg.  (to bring in for General Meeting).  
Bill Hayworth - Beauties of Creation to do presentation at April Banquet “Ice Age
Fossils”.  
Editor – Rudy Silich  news due by Saturday at 7:00 PM 
Field Trip Coordinator – Julia Sherwood  field trips Feb, 23rd to GVSU will be 
presented in newsletter; March 30th will be two basement field trips; April with 
Black River Club, Lead Pam Haverman; April 27th Petoskey collecting at 
Fisherman Island State Park and other locations; April Yooperlite® Van Buren 
State Park list to begin to travel prior to ice breaking.  May (Memorial Weekend) 
Fluorite closed mine tailings and two museums.  Sign-ups in March.  
Historian – Betty Hoekstra  Materials will be in hand shortly.  
Junior Leaders – Linda Winkelmann and Rick Smith; re-schedule January 
meeting – fossils; Kurt Brinks to bring fossils.  March doing Petoskey polish; 
Liaison – Rhonda Gehringer; registration sent in for MWF March meeting; 
Septaria Egg ready for raffle; 
Membership Coordinator – Chris Silich nothing to report; 
Show Chair – Sue Goedert - Meeting coming up in April; Gordon’s food possible
donation.  Showed business cards; 
Social Coordinator – Linda Plumert (absent) but asking for help for April 
Banquet.  
Directors-at-Large – Amy Dickinson; (absent)
Tim Brandt: (absent)
Recurring business:

Rock Exchange – Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Club should be 
soon on their way; 

How much of Club’s finances to be kept in reserves, how much to be 
put in CD, and how much of additional amount to be used for other purpose(s).  
Rudy – would like to keep amount about the same or creep a little larger; Moran 
Scholarship requirements for Junior member entering college for geology major;
no motion; Felt currently the amount left in reserve was about the right amount.  

Location for Lighthouse (to be moved from Visitors’ Bureau) approval 
of contract; Motion to approve contract for long-term contract to Buffalo 
Welcome center; Bob motion, second Sue; motion passes; will need truck; three
copies of license to be signed, one to go to President, Welcome Center, and 
Historian; 

Approval of contract for Soccer Stop for the 50th Anniversary TCGMC 
show 
 New Business: 

New direction for advertising TCGMC’s 50th Anniversary Show  
(Facebook) and budget; Chris and Linda W. already advertising at 
Expopress.com. Midwest Federation; Amy’s kids doing business card, posters; 
recommend subcommittee to spread the word on Facebook; cost for Kalamazoo
Facebook ad $750.  May be able to get same benefit for less, use Twitter, need 
lots of pictures, need daily club Facebook posts; Mike Larson could use help for 
Facebook, multiple administrators; possibly Chris Cooper, Rhonda; need to 
advertise digitally, Instagram, Twitter, Facebook; 
Correspondence: none
Items from visiting members: none
Adjourn meeting: by 8:27 PM
Respectfully submitted,
C.H. Falstad

Tulip City Gem and Mineral Club
General Meeting

Howard Miller Community Center Zeeland
February 27th, 2019

Attendance – 60 persons

The meeting began at 7:04pm
Visitor's  - The Crawford family
The Juniors were dismissed to the adjacent room.

Treasurer's Report – Kurt Brinks. A budget for the 
year was developed.
Membership - Chris Silich. Membership dues for 
2019 are overdue, please renew.
Hospitality - Linda Plumert. There is a Banquet 
Committee. Help is needed for the food table, 
decorating, hosting welcoming table and cleanup. A 
sign-up sheet will be available.
Vice President – Shari Luttikhuizen. Mike and Vicki 
will give a presentation on the Arkansas field trip.
Show Chair Message from Sue Godert delivered by 
Shari Luttikhuizen – All Dealer contracts are 
completed. The next Show Meeting will be held on 
April 17th. Club Sales always needs clean, labeled 
material. Fliers will be available for the Jackson, MI 
Show, 15-17th of March. Indian Mounds' Show is 
April 4-6. Please see Julia Sherwood concerning bag
sewing.
Field Trips – Julia Sherwood. March 30th visit to the 
Gary Katt and Sherwood homes for basement field 
trips. Van Buren State Park is always available for 
personal field trips. 
April 27th weekend: a trip to Fisherman's Park is 
scheduled (for petoskeys). 
Memorial Day weekend: a trip to the Ben E. Clement 
Museum and tailing piles in KY is scheduled.
Bob Sherwood – Marie Zigler passed away. Bob 
Zigler is the last surviving Charter Member of the 
TCG&M Club, which was founded in 1967. The book 
on eclipses, dedicated in Wes Kent's memory, is 
available at the Zeeland Library. Doug Sjoquist wrote
an article on MI and St. Lawrence Co. NY minerals, 
which is in the Mineral News.
Margrete Fochtman – The Tri-Cities Museum in 
Grand Haven needs a volunteer to help with labels 
for their specimens.
Rhonda Gehringer – Raffle tickets are available for 
the septaria egg. The drawing will be held at the 
Banquet.

The Board Secretary position is still open.

Break at 7:35p

Presentation on Mt. Ida, AR field trip.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm

Respectfully submitted,
Rudy Silich
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Star Diamond wheel grinding unit with two 
new wheels

Seven Lake Superior Agates including an eye agate

Copper/Prehnite/Quartz slab measuring 10” by 6”.  
This picture is dark, it is a very lovely display piece.

Luna agate measures 8” by 4”.  Beautiful piece with 
purple circles in the middle.

Please be informed that the Pictured Rocks will NOT be auctioned.
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Seventeen Thousand, Seven Hundred and Twenty-Six Days Ago
(As of Wednesday, March 20, 2019)

Submitted by Chet Smith

There is not room in this edition for an additional article from August 27, 1970. I will include it in 
next month's edition. If anyone has additional photos or articles from early Shows, please send them 
to me for inclusion.- Ed.
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GVSU Field Trip Report

Pam Havermans reported on the field trip to GVSU in the White River Rock, Gem and Mineral 
Club's newsletter. The White River Sluice. I am copying a brief excerpt of it below. It's a great article, 
and I urge you to go to the website and read it all at www.whiteriverrockgemandmineral.org

http://www.whiteriverrockgemandmineral.org/


Page: 9 Tulip City Conglomerate Mar 2019

Junior Rock Club Page

Junior Craft Night:
Petoskey Stone Polishing!!

6:30 start time

Our March junior meeting will be a craft 
activity—polishing Petoskey stones!  The club will
provide each junior with a Petoskey stone (or 
you can bring your own if you wish) and will 
supply all the materials you’ll need to polish one 
side of the stone.

Did you know that Petoskey stones are 
really fossils?  They are.  They are the 
fossilized remains of an extinct fossil coral 
called hexagonaria.  Way back in the Devonian 
Period (about 350 million years ago) what is now 
Michigan was underwater, and coral reefs 
formed in the shallow waters then much as they 
do now.  Petoskey stones are a kind of fossilized 
coral, coming from the coral reefs found in a 
geological formation known as the Traverse 
Group.  As you can see, our March junior 
program will be a continuation of last month’s 
program on Michigan fossils.  

Join us for a great time polishing Petoskey 
stones and learn more fun facts about Michigan’s
official state stone.  We’ll see you on 
Wednesday, March 27, at 6:30 pm at the 
Howard Miller Community Center in Zeeland.

Linda Winkelmann and Rick Smith
Junior Program Leaders
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Our club is a non-profit  
organization sponsored by the 
Holland Recreation Department. it is
 a member of the Midwest  Federation
and the American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies. The general
purpose of this club is to develop 
interest in and increased knowledge 
of minerals, rocks, gems, fossils, and
the lapidary arts. The objectives of 
this club shall be promoted whenever
Possible, through family participation.

Meetings are held monthly on the last Wednesday of the month at the
 Howard Miller Community Center, 14 S. Church Street, Zeeland, MI at
7pm, unless announced otherwise in the TULIP CITY CONGLOMERATE.
Junior Club welcomes young rockhounds and meets separately during
the meeting.

To become a member,
complete the form at 

www.tulipcity.org

The deadline for submissions
is 5p the Thursday after the 
Board Meeting.

Advertising rates for club 
members are: $5 for business
card size, $10 for ¼ page, 
$15 for ½ page, $30 for full
page. non-member rates are 
double. Make check payable
To: TCG&M with ad copy to 
Editor.

Tulip City Conglomerate 
Rudy Silich, Editor 
416 West Mae Rose Ave
Holland, MI  49424

 

Tulip City Logo, designed by 
Marie Zigler
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